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Apologies were received from:  Frankie Atherstone (EM/Sjo), Chris Burton (EM/SJo,) 

Angela Crawley (EM/SJo), Hugh Roddie (EM/SJo), Carmen Ibanez (EM/Sjo)

1. OPENING OF THE MEETING


The meeting opened at 7.30 pm with a prayer led by Ginika.  

2. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF 15 MARCH 2010

2.1  Service for the bereaved at St James

JO'S said he would fix the date and time and circulate the information.(Action JO'S)

Other items would be dealt with during the course of the meeting.

3.  REVIEW OF ROLE OF LEADERSHIP GROUP

Tim reported that the Group had met to prepare the agenda and to follow up actions.  The group proposed that the Pastoral Council should be chaired jointly by Chris Burton and Tim for six meetings.  The Pastoral Council would then review the situation and decide on who would chair future meetings.  All agreed. 

4. YOUTH MINISTRIES COORDINATOR

JO'S proposed that the PC set up a working group to coordinate with other Pastoral Areas that had shown interest (Christ the King, Woodley, Earley and Caversham.)  JN said that it was important to get the Parish Priests on board and get things moving soon.  We would work out how to divide up the costs later.  (There should be some money available from the Living Our Faith project.)  The working group would firstly finalise the job specification and prepare an advert by October.  The job holder would be a member of the PC.  

JO'S agreed to set out objectives for the working group and run it and would ask Angela Crawley and Frankie Atherstone to join it. (Action JO'S)

5.  FAMILY AND YOUTH MASSES

Frances, Sabine and Tim had discussed this topic and led the discussion.

St James and St William of York already held about 2 children's Masses per term.  These used the Children's Lectionary and homily and bidding prayers tailored to a young audience.  JO'S agreed to send dates of future Masses so that parishioners from other churches could attend. (Action JO'S)

The PC agreed that each church should consult their Children's Liturgy Group and young people and report back.  (Action PC members )

Liturgy Groups in each church should share their ideas and experiences. 

We should also investigate the practicality of having an occasional Mass devised and participated in by teenagers.

6.  MADRID YOUTH RALLY

JO'S gave a list of 16 young people and 3 adults who would be going.  JN would give JO'S the names of the 5 from EM.  (St Joseph's did not have anyone going.)  The cost would be £900 per person and it was made clear that the church would not be paying for this.  Participants had already started fund-raising but the St James group and EM groups were not cooperating with each other.  Ginika agreed to arrange for Ann Frank and Ros Doctor to meet to get the two groups to cooperate.  (Action Ginika)

7.  FEEDBACK FROM CATECHISTS' DAY

Chris Burton had already circulated a feedback report.  All participants agreed that it was a great day and were looking forward to holding another next year.  One useful aspect was that it made people aware of the resources available in the diocese.

8.  PAPAL VISIT

JO'S suggested that we could do something at home to celebrate this event.  A book of the liturgy used at the services that would be televised would be distributed in the parishes.  St James had 200 copies of the children's booklet produced by Bible Alive and would send a copy to JN for him to order. (Action JO'S)

JN would ask Fr Richard to get his contacts to locate large TV screens so that we could watch some of the ceremonies as a community rather than at home. (Action JN)

9.  PRIORITIES IN PASTORAL PLAN

Tim proposed that at each meeting we should have a volunteer to give a presentation on one of the seven priorities listed by Bishop Crispian in his Diocesan Pastoral Plan.  Chris Burton had agreed to produce a template to show how the priorities impinge on our Pastoral Area.(Action CB)

 JN said that the Diocesan Plan had developed since its inception and that Stewardship was now regarded as a driver rather than as a priority.

Tim asked the members to reacquaint themselves with the Diocesan Plan and, at the next meeting, select the item that they would like to present. (Action: All)

10.  DATES OF NEXT MEETINGS

Monday 13th September @ EM

Monday 1st  November @ St James

Monday 6th December @ SJo's

The meeting closed at 9.30 pm.

